MARLBOROUGII
fourteen-year-old boy lived while he attended school; * but
on September 13,1664, Winston was appointed Junior Clerk
Comptroller to the Board of Green Cloth, a minor post in
the royal household, and moved into Whitehall.8
There is no contemporary record of John Churchill at St
Paul's School.3 In fact, all the records of the school \vcrc
destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666. However, the Rev.
George North, Rector of Colyton, has inscribed on p. 483 of
his copy of Knight's Life of Co/et, long preserved in the
Bodleian Library and now at St Paul's School, the following
note against a reference to Vegctius' Dt Rr Mititari:
From this very book, John Churchill, scholar of thus school,
afterwards the celebrated Duke of Marlborough, first learnt the
elements of the art of war, as was told to me, George North on
Saint Paul's day 1724/5 by an old clergyman who said he was a
contemporary scholar, was then well acquainted with him, and
frequently saw him read it. This 1 testify to be true.
G. NORTH 4
Several of his biographers have weighed the significance
of this fact, if it be true. On the one hand, it is contended
that John's knowledge of Latin at that time could not have
enabled him to derive any profit from the military principles
expounded by Vegetius, even in so far as such principles
were applicable to the conditions of eighteenth-century war-
fare. On the other hand, it has often been suggested that-
by some occult dispensation our hero was able to extract:
various modern sunbeams from this ancient cucumber.
About 1665 the Duchess of York was graciously pleased to
offer Winston's eldest daughter, Arabella, a coveted appoint-
ment as maid of honour. Historians have inquired in wonder
how a strict and faithful husband, a devoted father, and a Gocl-
1  The Duchess of Marlborough to David Mallet, October 4, 1744, following the
passage about St Paul's School quoted below at p. 46 :    " And the Duke of MwrJ-
borough . . . shewed me the House where he lived."   (Spencer MSS.)
2  Wolseley, i, 22, quoting the records of the Board of Green Cloth,
3  There is an article by R, B. Gardiner in The Vaulint of June 1892 which assemble*
the printed evidence of Marlborough's presence at St Paul's School   The best evidence
of this, however, is that of Marlborough's wife, quoted below at p. 46,
* Coxe (Memoirs of Mar/borough, chapter i) wrongly asserts that thin note is in a
copy of Vegetius.   The information that the note is to-day in the Walker Library of
St Paul's School is from the present librarian the Rev I Mavor
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